
1  

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

 

 

A 

U 

U 

S 

T 

 

 

 

S 

E 

1 2 Board 

meeting 

3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 Guest speak-

er David 

Shrimpton on 

10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 Mandy 

Sulter to speak 

17 PDG Bill 

Kelly 

18 19 20 21 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 Robert Cox 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

From the President 

News came through on Monday that a selection has been made of a District 
Governor for the new District 9660 for 2023-24. It will be Alyn Miranda, from 
the Rotary Club of Wallsend-Maryland in Newcastle.  Alyn is a florist. We 
wish him well in this challenging position for the fledgling District. 

Mal is taking on the role of Membership director and as outlined in the Board 
meeting, is following through with ideas for membership growth: 

1. A Facebook project featuring three of our newer members (Laurie, Ma-
rie and Russ) which District will pay to boost circulation,  

2. A display arranged by Marie in the library of our club’s achievements, 
and  

3. Designing a club flyer.  

Undoubtedly we will be talking regularly about membership this year. A point 
made by DG David Mayne in a recent email to Presidents is that evidence sug-
gests people join Rotary to be active in projects. I would like to suggest that members look for a number of projects 
around town, similar to John’s suggestion regarding a clean-up of the walk around Convent hill, when we could come 
together as a club, for example on a Saturday morning, to showcase how we can contribute to the community in a 
practical hands-on way. It could produce some good photos for a little publicity, as well as ‘Doing Good in the World’. 
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Last Meeting  -  2 August 2021 

• Unfortunately our meeting with the residents at Cooinda has been postponed because of the current Covid restrictions. 

• Marie suggested that we repeat the ‘Thank you Biscuit Run”  -  focusing this time on the staff at the Hospital, Cooinda, 

Doctors, Ambulance, Police and the two supermarkets.  

• Ian was the subject of the ‘Getting to Know you Better’ questionnaire. Who knew he was a Cat Stevens fan, and that his 

favourite song is ‘How Many Roses’? Or that he worked at the Ulamambri orchard for 14 years, and was the manager for 

most of that time! 

• Please read the Board meeting minutes for details, but some special points include: 

 The Bowling Club on behalf of the Bistro chefs has indicated that we will need to pay for the number of people booked in ear-

lier. Please note this, and please indicate to Marie your intentions regarding eating as well as attendance.  

 Book shop has been quiet. We have received two large donations of books, including one from the Malcolm Donadson from 

the Rotary Club of Boggabri. Ian will be Boss of the Bookshop for August. 

 Macquarie Homestay has requested help indicating they would appreciate receiving various items  -  see article P4.  As an 

extension of this, John proposed that we support it with a donation of $500 to be used to purchase items. It would be good to 

present this if we can organise a speaker from there some time soon. 

 John reported on a meeting at the Skate Park with Council’s Randall Michael, where future progress with the art work on the 

walls was discussed. 

 Rural Skills program will begin at Berrumbuckle on Sat 11 September, with the second event the following weekend on 18-

20 September. More details to come. 

Rotary Matters   -  AUGUST IS MEMBERSHIP MONTH 

Here is an extract from an email from DG David Mayne. Next 
week I will include his list of ideas for membership growth. 
 
Dear Presidents and Secretaries, 
  
For many, many years we have been hearing the obvious from our 
well-meaning Rotary leaders; “We need to increase membership”. 
Lip service and rhetoric have not worked. Neither has ‘flash in the 
pan’ membership drives that bring new members to our clubs for the 
wrong reasons and too often we watch them sadly drift away. 

Immediate Past District Governor Debbie Loveday set the foundation 
for positive and proactive membership with her slogan; “Make Membership Memorable”. I wish to 
add to that with “Make it Memorable and Valuable”. People need to feel appreciated and valued. 
This is basic human nature. If these fundamentals are put in place, then Rotary will draw and 
retain new members. To some, being a Rotarian has become an obligation rather than an 
affirming opportunity to make a positive difference. 

To this point Presidents and Secretaries, I am asking’ you to facilitate a strategic planning 
social afternoon / evening, to not only strategize but also plan actions for your club’s 
membership growth. Be assured that as District Governor, I do not hold or endorse meetings for 
meetings’ sake or encourage more unnecessary committees. However, this gathering of club 
members at the start of this year will be vital for the growth and function of our clubs and Rotary 
in our District. 

Please fashion this strategic planning time with club members around a social event. Perhaps a 
few nibbles and drinks, however you would like to make it, so it is a fun yet productive time.  The 
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major point I wish to drive 
home is that it is all very 
well to brainstorm ideas 
on how a club can attract 
and retain members (We 
have all been to these 
meetings before), but 
what I would like to see is 
that these ideas and 
strategies are actually 
implemented so include in 

your plan opportunities for real outcomes. I know some of your clubs have already conducted a 
strategic planning session with the focus on membership growth. However, the important, vital 
element is the implementation phase. The actual doing. 

Keep in mind that we don’t ask a potential member to join Rotary only because of how they might 
benefit the club but ask yourselves how that potential member might personally benefit from 
being a Rotarian. 

International President Shekhar Mehta said at the international conference “each one bring 
one”. Sometimes not as easy as it sounds for a lot of us however, If the majority of members do 
this then our clubs and our District will be safe and productive with even greater project input. 

As all clubs and clusters are different, I have not blanketed a uniform ‘recipe’ for a strategic plan. 
I would never presume to know exactly the makeup of your club, its members, or your region. 
You have differences in your area that require specific needs and unique strategies. The 
attached Word document is just a basic guideline for you to individualize planning that suits your 
club. 

Please let your Assistant Governors know of your plans to fulfill this commission and remember, 
your wonderful District Membership 
and Public Relations Director Jenny 
Sinclair is always there to assist as 
am I. 

I look forward to hearing of your 
plans and results. 

Yours in Rotary 

David Mayne 

  

David W. Mayne JP (NSW) 

District Governor 2021/22 

Next Meeting: 

Mon 9 August : Dinner meeting 6.00 for 6.30pm at the Bowlo, Please let Marie know 

if you will be an apology, or if you plan to not eat. 0411 348 543.  Guest speaker will 

be David Shrimpton, on Zoom from the West Pennant Hills/Cherrybrook Zoom 

meeting.  David is a Rotarian and a Uniting Church Minister known as the ‘Flying Pa-

dre’ who flies all around his parish. He will be talking about his work and the adven-

tures he has had, the people he has met and his insights from these experiences. 
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