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Rotary Club of Coonabarabran 
 Club No 17922 Chartered 13 May 1949 

RI President: Mark Maloney          Governor D9650:  Phil Hafey         AG:  Rod Browne  

Club President:  Ian Bell                                        
             President Elect/VIce President:  Mal Unicomb                Immediate Past President: Jo Wilkin                                                       
             Secretary:   Lindsay Wilkin                                                   Treasurer:    John Sawyer                                                                    

Public Officer:  Bob Guichelaar 
Directors 

Club Service:  Hugh Raadgever                                                                 Membership: Mal Unicomb 
Public Relations:  Aileen Bell                                                                                Youth Service:  Jo Wilkin 
Rotary Foundation: Bob Guichelaar                                               International Service: Rob Noakes 
Vocational Service:  Simon Tighe                                                        Community Service:  Rob Cox   

 
Rotary meets each Monday 6 for 6.30 – Coonabarabran Bowling Club. Apologies and additional guests: Phone or 

Text by 9am Monday to Hugh Raadgever  0427 421 396.  
 

Partners are welcome to attend our meetings at any time. 
 

Changes to programs to accommodate requirements will be advised in advance of the changes.   
 The following program will be adhered to as much as possible:  

Week 1: A Business Meeting with a speaker – good night for prospective members  
Week 2: a Club Meeting – business only 

Week 3: Vocational Meeting - speaker or visit - good night for prospective members  
Week 4: A Breakfast Meeting – moving around town - good for prospective members  

When we have 5 Mondays in a month we will have a family and guests’ night – sometimes trivia, sometimes games, 
sometimes a Rotarian talking about a Rotary Project – bring your families and prospective members along.  

Following the Week 2 Meeting there will be a Board Meeting and on the 3rd Month there will be a Club Assembly for 
the 2nd meeting preceding the board meeting. Next Club Assembly is 4th May 2020. 

A Duty Roster will be published each month with member duties for each week – if a member cannot do the task 
allocated - then they should take responsibility for finding a replacement - getting someone to do their task.  

 
 

IT IS NOT ESSENTIAL TO EAT AT ROTARY MEETINGS EACH WEEK, IF YOU CHOOSE TO DINE ELSEWHERE  
PLEASE NOTE THERE IS AN $8 MEETING FEE TO BE PAID for RF AND ARHF ETC 
AND YOU MUST ADVISE CLUB SERVICE THAT YOU DO NOT REQUIRE A MEAL. 
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Our meeting to accommodate the German Friendships Teams availability was held at 

Feathers on Wednesday 11 March where those assembled enjoyed a roast dinner with a 

choice of yummy individual cheesecakes or sticky date pudding to follow.  If you weren’t 

there you missed a great night.  Amongst us we had many partners along with the German 

team and Chris Druce and her husband Stephen and Ian and Noella Spicer..  

 

But before we had our guests’ presentation we had reports from the Directors. 

Community Service: Rob Cox reported on arrangements for the BBQ at the Coona Show – 

can report that went off really well with all steak, sausages and rolls sold; there were a few 

Angel Burgers left but we will use them at our next task. 

 

Rotarians will also be required for BBQing for the Race Meeting on 18th April but before 

that we have the Bunny Bazaar on Easter Saturday in John Street – the book shop will be 

open too. 

  

Rob Dean and I were able to speak about the Recharge Station at the Visitor Centre.  

 

Hugh ran quickly through the program coming up – refer to the last page for  YOUR DUTY 

TASKS. 

 

Jo reported on the Purlewaugh Drought Dinner and invited members to join in with the 

Friendship Team activities. 

 

Our Special Guests were the BAVARIAN FRIENDSHIP TEAM and following dinner they 

presented a video that compared Australian lifestyles to German lifestyles; it was an 

entertaining presentation and showed a sense of humour that we have not seen before in 

previous German guests. Banners were exchanged between team and Coona RotaryClub 
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Its on everyone lips .and there are hundreds world wide suffering please do not disregard 

this notice ..in line with recommendations and on advice from PDG Ken Hall,  The Rotary 

Conference to be held at South West Rocks has been has been postponed   
WE await confirmation of this action and once known I will advise all members ASAP. 
An email from the RI President:   
Dear Fellow Rotarian, 
The COVID-19 coronavirus is affecting every aspect of our lives in real time, and this puts 
Rotarians in an unfamiliar place. As People of Action, we are most comfortable when we are 
fully engaged in the world – moving freely, meeting openly, and offering helping hands. These 
are very difficult times for people who, like us, are at our best when we are learning, growing, 
and serving—together. 
We are also leaders in our communities, and these times call for leadership. In many ways, this 
also is our time. We have proven abilities to reach out and collaborate to offer immediate help to 
people in need at a rapid pace. These are precisely the skills needed all over the world today. 
The global effort against COVID-19 depends on actions taken in every country. Rotary has the 
unique ability to help improve those efforts in every community and every country. 
Using all the technology we have at our disposal, we as Rotarians can continue to reach out and 
collaborate on big projects with Rotary clubs, Rotaractors, and Interactors. There are a number 
of examples where Rotary clubs are helping health authorities communicate best practices or 
provide needed equipment or support that have been shared with our leaders around the world. 
As Rotary’s president and president-elect, we have been thinking of these issues very seriously 
in regard to upcoming Rotary events. As you may be aware, we have made the difficult decision 
to cancel two Rotary Presidential Conferences honoring our relationship with the United 
Nations- one in Paris, another in Rome. In the near term, we recommend that Rotary districts 
and clubs cancel or postpone meetings or events following the advice of national and local 
health officials. 
We know that clubs and districts are seizing the opportunity to become leaders in their 
communities and are making better use of technology in this time of need. For example, a 
Rotary e-club in Italy held a live online session about COVID-19 awareness, a Taiwan club 
worked with companies and a pharmacy association to donate 1,600 bottles of hand sanitizer to 
the city of Ji-Long, and Rotary clubs in Sri Lanka helped upgrade software and hardware for the 
health promotion bureau to assist its social messaging. 
We cannot know quite yet what path this virus will take. We know we can play a role to help 
“flatten the curve,” reducing the number of cases in the short term to allow our health systems 
to address this issue. If the collective global effort helps bring the situation under control, then 
we hope to re-embrace our core values at the 2020 Rotary Convention in Honolulu. Our time 
together will have greater meaning and purpose than ever. 
 
Please know that we are taking a close, continuing look at our plans for the convention in June 
to make sure all attendees’ safety will be protected. We are following the lead of the world’s 
most trusted sources, including the World Health Organization (WHO) and the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, for their guidance. We want you to be able to make decisions 
about what is best for you and your families in terms of attending this year’s event. 
In the meantime, this is an opportunity for us to demonstrate that Rotary Connects the World 
in innovative ways. We should be closely following the advice of the WHO and local health 
authorities. Again, this includes canceling Rotary club events and meetings in the short term to 
reduce unnecessary interactions that could cause infections. We can put a greater emphasis on 
the work we do in our communities by helping our less fortunate neighbors cope with the effects 
of isolation and fear, or by supporting our health authorities to address this situation. 
We are dealing with this situation in real time. Please visit the rotary.org COVID-19 response 
page for ongoing updates. 
This is an unprecedented challenge for nearly all of us. But it is also an opportunity for 

http://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/11seU1wAx3MO4ZdqMsYtsmkCH72o
http://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/11seU2UesiRFzx13Q5Fwg6JbWPbH
http://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/11seU2UesiRFzx13Q5Fwg6JbWPbH


Rotarians to find new, meaningful ways to lead individuals and communities to connect and do 
good in the world. 
We have never been prouder to be part of an organization that does so much to protect and 
strengthen our communities, at home and across the globe. 
Kindest regards, 

Mark Daniel Maloney 
2019-2020, President, Rotary International 

Holger Knaack 
2020-21, President, Rotary International  

 

 

There will be consideration and discussion of a way forward discussed at the meeting 
tomorrow night.  Already we have the Belrose Rotarians not attending our meeting and the 
Sydney Rotary Club advised the cancellation of their District Conference set down for 
Wollongong; I also know that some of our members are rethinking their travel plans as 
cruise ships go into shutdown for a while. I am suggesting no handshaking and to keep 
apart throughout the meeting tomorrow .. its better to be safe than spread this virus .. or 
worse still get it ourselves!! 
 
Now get ready for a great night out …  

STAR WARS TYPE FUN ..  NOT BEEN ADVISED OF ANY CHANGES YET Friday 8th to Sunday 
10th May .. the inaugural DARK SKIES AWAKENS FESTIVAL will take place around 

Coonabarabran .. There’s an Intergalactic Goose Chase, a Dark Sky Awakens Ball with a 
David Bowie performer and a superbly catered meal, a Breakfast and Funrun (and Rotary 

will work at the brekky) and lessons for Light Sabre Use, a Trivia Night to test your StarWars 
knowledge; Laser Tag and Lego Building Comps for the kids and an afternoon tea at the 
Imperial on the Sunday .. something gentle and genteel; no doubt more events will be 

thought about as we get closer .. I will keep you abreast of events as I get the Info.  
 The Rotary Club of Cherrybrook West Pennant Hills will be here that weekend and attend 

the ball on Saturday night and they love to dress up so will be there with their Starwars 
Gear on  

- let’s not let them show us up.  Please come along it will be fun ..  
- we will take numbers for the Ball!!! 

- This weeks  duty roster …..Monday 16TH March 6pm for 6.30  

Welcome to Rotary Dinner Service  Profile Intro G Speaker Thank G Speaker  

Michael Linda & Jim None this week as 

Russell is away. 

Procter  Linda 

- if you can’t do your duty for any reason, ask someone to fill in for you please so that the President is 
not left “holding the baby” on the night!!! 

-  

-  
-  
-  
-  
-  
-  
-  
-  
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- ROTARY CLUB OF COONABARABRAN 
ROTARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS .. at 15.3.2020 
 Please note that every night is a partners night .. wives and partners are welcome to attend meetings as and when 
their interest is alerted.  
16 March Dinner meeting AT BOWLO with Rural Financial Counsellor  

23rd March   Dinner Meeting at Bowlo  

30th March    a family night with trivia and games; Janine Pout from RMS speaking about Walking Safely. 

6 April   Dinner meeting .. program TBA 

13 April  Easter Monday .. NO MEETING  

20 April  

27 April  To Days for Girls factory .. more info closer to event  

 

March/April and into May Roster .. please read and if you can’t do your duty ask someone 

to fill in for you please .. swap if possible ask them to advise the President and Bulletin 

Editor 

Welcome to 
Rotary 

Dinner Service  Profile Intro G Speaker Thank G Speaker 

23rd March .. post conference meeting .. 6 for 6.30 at the Bowlo 

Rob Dean Ian McL & Roger Rob Noakes  jo John Sawyer  

30 March .. family night ..  RMS Speaker .. Janine Poutt on Walking Safely 

Laurie Col and Russ Marie Knight   Hugh Jo Wilkin 

7th April  

Jo  

 
Rob C & R Dean 

 
Ian Bell 

 
Linda  

 
Rob C 

14 April 

Rob C 

 
M Deep & Marie K 

 
Mal Unicomb 

 
Bob G 

 
Rob Noakes 

21 April 

Rob Noakes 

 
Bob G & Ian McL  

 
Russell  

 
Jim P 

 
Procter 

28 April 

Procter 

 
Simon & Mal 

TELL US MORE 
Roger 

 
John S 

 
Simon 

   May                                   
Col 

 
Procter & Hugh 

TELL US MORE  
Aileen 

 
Lindsay 

 
Mal 

   May 
Mal 

 
Jo W & John S 

 
Linda B 

 
Kev B  

 
Jo 

    May  
Jo ` 

 
Laurie 

 
Michael D 

 
Rob Dean 

 
Rob Cox 

New member profiles will be added in as and when they happen TELL US MORE is another opportunity 
for members to share their interests etc and builds on the Profiles given and gives us all a chance to spark 
up our Public Speaking. Speakers may choose to present on their favourite topic – their schooling, their 
hobby or even their travels or a pet hate. Remember you have a captive audience of about 16 each week 
and we always walk away learning something new about someone we thought we knew. 


