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From the President 

Even though we had a small attend-

ance this week, we had a successful 

meeting with several ideas coming 

forward for community projects. 

Special guests Gary & Donna 

McKernan gave an impassioned ac-

count of their boxing gym success, 

along with their plans for the future 

to help neighbouring towns do simi-

lar things to help troubled youth. 

Projects mentioned included from John rejuvenating the walking track around ‘Convent Hill’, tables and 

seats in the exercise park, and one put forward by Aileen to apply for a grant from Australia Post to in-

stall seats along the river bank. We also have an unfinished project, courtesy of the Rotary Foundation, 

to plant trees at the eastern end of Neilson Park.  
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races 
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Last Meeting  -  12 July 2021 

• Rob Dean gave a report on changes he has been able to make to weather reporting on ABC Radio by 
installing a system that will send temperatures recorded in town instead of at the airport. It can be ac-
cessed, FYI, at https://app.weathercloud.net. In response to hearing this, Jo moved, Seconded Aileen, 
‘That we support Rob’s community service in installing this system, and reimburse him $300 for its 
cost.’  Carried. 

• Book shop has its QR code in place and it is operating well. A creditable $500 was taken last week. 

• A reminder from John that subs are due.  Secondly, this week only two members used the square 
reader to pay for their meal.  That’s fine, but if the majority of members choose not to use this facility, 
it will not be worth utilising it for this purpose each week. 

• Marie reminded us that next week’s meeting will be at the Golf club on Tuesday  ….  Christmas in July, 
partner’s night, to meet the District Governor David Mayne and Heather. He would like to speak to the 
Board at 5.30pm so bring a short verbal report on what is happening this year. 

• Marie also confirmed that the Coonabarabran Club is willing to host our meetings  -  $20 for a two 
course meal, they have the technology for presentations, and we could install our honour boards 
there. She suggested we take a secret ballot when it comes time to decide. 

• Mal has some ideas about building membership. 

• Aileen moved, seconded Mal, ‘That we agree to auspice a project to install seats along the riverbank 
to be undertaken by the Town Beautification Committee if they receive a grant from Australia Post.’ 
Carried. 

• John has had some communication with the Council regarding the planned mural on the Skate park 
wall.  More to come! 

• Highlight of the evening was the presentation to Gary McKernan of a Paul Harris Fellow Recognition in 
honour of his work in the Coonabarabran Boxing Gym where has worked with many people over many 
years, and has plans to continue this work into the future. 

Next Meeting: 

Tues 20 July -  Christmas in July, Partner’s Night, District Governor’s Visit 

at the Golf Club. Board meeting 5.30pm, dinner 6.00 for 6.30pm. 

Rotary Matters  - RI President Shekhar Mehta envisions Rotary's next chapter 

Rotary’s president for 2021-22, Shekhar Mehta, has a vision for Rotary's future and is ready to make it 

happen. A member of the Rotary Club of Calcutta-Mahanagar, India, Mehta trained as an accountant and 

founded a real estate development company, Skyline Group, which he also chairs. But his professional 

title tells only a small part of the story. He is also a director of the India arm of Operation Eyesight Uni-

versal, a Canada-based nonprofit focused on preventing 

avoidable blindness. He helped establish more than 15 

eye hospitals, in several Indian states and he started Sav-

ing Little Hearts, a project that has facilitated more than 

2,500 heart surgeries for children from India, Pakistan, 

Bangladesh, Nepal, and countries in Africa. Learn more 

about Mehta and visit the president's page to learn about 

upcoming presidential conferences and Mehta's presiden-

tial initiatives. 

https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/133Tm83cHo1AWOmJgEcueWcQEYYC
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/133Tm83cHo1AWOmJgEcueWcQEYYC
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/133Tm9qQCD6srmamkgTx2GBpUH7V

